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Welset forth in April, 1877, from Portland,
Oregon, in the steamer Ca/ifornia,and steamed
northward till we entered the Straits of Fuea.
Our purpose was to climb Mount St Llias,
the highest peak in the world above the snow-
ling, to explore the Mount St. Klias alps, and
to acquire information about the unknown
districts lying nearest the coast, with a view
to futare explorations. For less is known to-
day of Central Alaska than of Central Africa,
From Cape Flattery to Fort Wrangell—nearly
a thousand miles—the passage is entirely in-
land, ¢xcepting short .runs across the Gulf of
Georgia and Queen Charlotte’s Sound. The
shores are forest-covered mountains, between
which| the steamer passed as between the
lofty banks of a river. One of these channels,
Grenville Streait, is forty-five miles long, per-
fectly straight, and, in some places, only four
hundred yards wide, Cliffs and snow-capped
mountnins wall itin. Avalanches have mowed
bare swaths through the fir-trees from the
suminits  to  the water’s edge, and the
mountpin lakes, lying a thousand or fifteen
hundred feet above the spectator, pour their
waters) in foaming cataracts into the sea,
Twelve hundred miles from the Columbia
River |bar we touched at Fort Wrangell, a
filthy little town at the mouth of the Stickeen,
where [the miners from the gold-diggings up
the Stickeen River spend the winter in squalor
and drunkenness.. A dative village lies, be-
tween high tide and the forest, to the east of
the town, along a sweep of the rocky beach,
Behing the huts may be seen the graves of
some Shamans, or “medicine-men.” ‘Their
functigns, however, are mote spiritual than
medicinal, for these savages attribute death
ibease to the workings of evil spints. It
is the part of the Shamin to exorcise the evil
spirits pr to call up the good. His remedies are
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almost exclusively incantations and frenzied
pantomime, accompanied with the wild hubbuls
of his rattles and drum. The Shaméns alone
have tombs, All the other dead are huined on
funezal pyres. At Wrangell we first saw the
tall ancestral columns, which are carved from
the trunks of huge trees, and somnetimes are

-eighty and one hundred feet high, Their co-

lossal », mholic carvings represent the totemic
genealogy of the cabin-dweller before whose
door they stand. They serve the double pur-
sose of frightening away evil spirits and sat-
isfying family pride. A few sick or bankrupt
miners were hanging about the American
town, One ragamuffin, almost picturesque in
tatters and dirt, was seated on the shoe-box
steps of the * Miners' PPalace Home and Rest-
rent,” playing an asthmatic accordion to an
audience of half-naked Indians, wearing yel-
low headkerchiefs and cotton drawers.

After a few hours’ stay at Wrangell, we
sailed for Sitka by the outside passage around
Cape Ommaney and Baranoff Island, as the
inside passage is much longer.

As we entered the harbor of Sitka from the
sea the general appearance of the place was
tropical.* The snowy cone of Edgecumbe first
appeared, then the sharp peak of Vostovia—
a triangular patch of white against the sky.
Everywhere below the snow-line the mount-
ains were green with luxuriant growth. The
harbor was protected against the sea by a
curved line of reefs, on which grew firs and
pines and cedars, with bare trunks and tufts
of lranches, waking them look not unlike
palms. The warm, moist atmosphere cur-
tained all the middle distance with a film of

* Observations at Sitka during fourleen {'cnrs giveas
mean sammer temperature, §4.2 Fahr. Mean winter
lemperature, 31.9; average femperature, 42.30.
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blue, and, in dhe foregronnd, a feet of very
gracefu] canoes, filled  with naked or half-
naked Jndians, completed the illusion. A line
of surf seemed to bar every approach to the
town, hut suddenly a narrow channel opened,
The ship swung sharply to the nght and
glided jnto a long, narrow harbor, The In-
dian village is Dbuilt upon the beach, and at
vvening it was covered by the shadow of the
adjoining forest. The green spire on the bel-
fryv of the Greek chureh reached up above
everything exeept the former Russian gov.
erior's Foeastle,” a huge log structure perched
upon a pinnacle of rock near the sea, ‘1'he
church o the lower ground was surroundesd
by the rambling. dilapidated houses and hov-
els of the Russian inhabitants, who then num-
bered about four hundred, their neighbors
being two hundred mised whites and about
twelve | hundred  Sitka  Indians, Sitka  way
abandoned as a military station shortly after
our arfival, since which time several ‘efforts
have lween made to induce Congress to or-
ganize some sort of government there.

When we landed at Sitka we forced our
way throngh a crowd of Indians, Russians,
half-breeds, jows, and soldiers, to whom this
monthly arrival is life itself, and went directly
10 the ftrading-store and post-office. Mr. C,
H. Taylor, of Chivago, who supported the ex-
pedition, had written to engage Phillips's fur-
tradingischooner to take us to Yakutat, where
we were to begin our exploration,  This
schooner was the only craft available for
rough work in the ice-drifts, so it was with
much gnkicty that we asked :

“ Where is vour schooner ? "

« (ione to Behring's Bay for a load of furs,”
was the disappointing answer,

Afterfruitless efforts to obtain something bet-
:er. we plecided to risk ourselves in one of the
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large Indian canaes. The Alaskans, having a
superfluity of time on their hands, devote long
periads to the most trifling transactions, and,
m important  bargains, it takes days, and
sometimes weeks, to reach an agreement. We
found them grasping, shrewd, and uns: rupu-
lous,

It was April 16th when we fimt asked for
a large war eanoe, or 1 (a word which
would seem to be related to the vache of the
Germanie tongue), with-crew, We negotiated
with several of the chiefs, sub-chiefs, and prin-
cipal men who owned the cances and slaves
to man them.  But after wearing ourselves out
chaffering with them, we found we could save
time by taking the experienced Phillips’s advice
to “let'm alone,” By and hy, these aborig-
inal land-sharks DLegan to offer terms, The
winter and spring drizzle set in, and we joined
the group of loungers aroumd the trader's
stove. We visited “ Sitka  Jack,” an arrant
old scoundrel, but one of the wealthiest men
of the Sitka tribe. Of course his house stood
among the largest, at the fashionable end
of the town. ‘These houses were built of
planks, three or four inches thick, each one
having Ieen hewesd from a log, with an adae
formed by lashing a metal blade to the short
prong of a forked stick. In constructing the
native cabin, the planks are set on edge and
so nicely fitted that they need no chinking,
The shape of the house is square; a bark
roof is laid on, with a central aperture for
chimney. ‘The door is a circular opening
about two feet in diameter. [t is closed with a
sheet of bark or a bear-skin or seal-skin. On
arriving at Sitka Jack’s hut we crawled through
the door, and found ourselves in the presence
of Jack's wives, children, and slaves, who
were lounging on robes and blankets laid
on a board flooring which extended along

@

SPOON,  (CHILKRANT KWAHN.)

each side
even  feet
and on th
of halibut

hailed witl
eircle reclt
¥ went on wi
2 pation of sc
roe, which
3§ Sitka Jack®
4 to the Chil
2 brodhens-in:
being o on
A ciples not

control, bu
uections v
Mrs, - Sith
of great e
4 passed eve
1 of the Ak
the head «
ceived us
two hundr
pointed ¢
with us, ar
terrible CF
she threw
she would
could not




Kans, having a
Is, devote long
nsactions, and,
ks days, and
ureement, We
urd uns: rupu-

first asked for
oword which
¢ vacht of the
\We negotiated
hiefs, anc rin-
ses and slaves
r ourselves out
we coukd save
hillips’s advice
these ahorig-
r terms. The
and we joined
| the trader's
k,” an arrant
vealthiest men
is house stood
shionable end
were built of
ick, each one
, with an adze
{e to the short
mstructing the
. on edge and
no chinking.
juare; a bark
| aperture for
wlar opening
s closed with a
seal-skin,  On
awled through
1 the presence
| slaves, who
blankets laid
tended along

3
-

sich sid

and on

GOING

¢ of the room. A dirt tfloor about

seven feet square was left in the center,

this the fire burned and the pot

of halibyit Loiled merrily, Qur arrival was

3 hailed v

vircle 1y
went on

roe, whi

ith stolid indifference. ‘The family
lined and squatted as usual, and
with the apparently enjoyable oceu-

3 pation of scooping up handfuls of raw herring-

ch they munched with great gusto.

Sitka Jagk was absent on a trading expedition
to the Chilkiht kwihn or tribe. One of his
brodiers-in-law was chief of this tribe, and

being 2
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one-eyed despot of sanguinary prin-
t only held his tribe under absolute
but inspired his relatives and con-
with wholesome awe. His sister,

Mrs. » Sitka Jaek,” was, therefore, & person
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‘consequenee, and her iniluence sur-
ven the usual wonderful authority
Maskan women. Evidently she was

of the house, and as such she re-
s haughtily. She weighed at least
treck poundds. She gave us her terms,
coldly at the slaves she would send
iand told us she was the sister of the
chilkdht chief. As we still hesitated,
v her weight into the scale, and said
Id go with us and protect us, We
ot get one of the great canoes
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holding from sixty to eighty warriors, but
finally closed a bargain with Tah-ah-nah-
ki¢kh for his canoe, of about four tons bur-
den. He was to act as pilot and steersman,
We hired Nah-sach, Klen, and Jack as
erew. Jack, our interpreter, was a Sitka In-
dian who had a smattering of mongrel Rus-
sizn and English. Myers went with us as
jrospector and miner.

We had accumulated a cargo that looked
fully twice the size of the canoe, which, like
all of her kind, was as buoyant as a bladder,
as graceful as a gull, and very capacious, so
that hy skillful stowage we loaded in the
entire cargo and left room for oursclves ; that
is, we could swing our paddles, but we coukl
not change our seats. Jack, or Sam as we
had newly named him, was fond of * Hoo-
chinoa,” This is a native dstilled  liquor,
colorless and vilely odorous. The stills are
large tin oil-cans, and the coils are giant kelp.
The Sitkans never set forth on an expedition
of unusual importance without first getting
beastly drunk. Sam had evideatly gauged the
unportance of this expedition as immense. We
lcaded him in-as cargo, and waited for the last
man, Myers, who presently appeared, dragging
at the cwd of a rupe u half-grown black dog.
Myers took his place, his canine friend was put




in the bow, and amul the cheers of idle Sitka
we paddled rapidly toward the north. The
doy gazed wistfully at the retreating crowd,
then suddenly sprang into the water and
swam ashore.

For aj time we were in mortal terror, lest we
should capsize the shell by ourawkwardness: an
anxiety on our part that was epitomized, at our
first landing, in Myers's fervent exclamation:

P
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“Thank Heaven, I kin shift my foot!”
One {Irowsy evening we saw the peak of

Fdgecumbe for the last time. ‘The great

THE IXDIAN VILLALE AT
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truncated cone caught the hues of the sunset,
and we could note the gloom gathering deeper
and deeper in the hollow of the crater. Qur
Indians were stolidly smoking the tobaceo we
had given them, amdd were resting after the
labors of the day with bovine contentment,
‘Tah-ah-nah-kIckh related to us the Thlinkit
legend of Fdgecumbe:

* A\ long time ago the earth sank beneath
the water, and the water rose and covered
the highest places so that no man could live,
It rained so hard that it was as if the sea fell
from the sky. All was black, and i hecame so
dark that no man knew another. Then a few
people ran here and there and made a raft of
cedar logs, hut nothing could stand against the
white waves, and the raft was broken in two.

* On one part floated the ancestors of the
Thlinkits, on the other the parents of all other
nations. The waters tore them apart, and they
hever saw cach other again, Now thar (.‘h;?-
dren are all different, and o ot understand
cach other. In the black tempest Chethl was
torn from his sister Ah-gish-dhn-akhon [* The-
woman - who-supports-the-ecarth’]. - Chethl

[symbolized in the osprev] called aloud to her,

*You will never sve me again, but you will
hear my voice foraver!” Then he became an
erormous bird, and flew to_south-west till no
eve could follow him. Ah-gish-ihn-akhon
climbed above the waters and reached the
summit  of Fdgeeumbe, The mountain
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opened and revaived ber into the bosom of
. the carth, That hole [the crater] is where ands with steep, rocky shores, and in the
- she went down,  lver sinee that time she has distance we could see the jngg'cd alps of the
- held the darth above the water. The carth i main-land, The trees were principally fir, hem-

shapud like the back of a turtle and rests lock, and cedar. The evergreen wnderbrush
on a pillar ; Ah-gish-thn-akhon hokls the pil- was so dense and so matted with ferns and
lar., Fvil spirits that wish to destroy man- moss as to he almost impenetrable,  The
kind seck ito overthrow her or drive her awity, accumulation of moss was frequently ten or
The terrible hattles are long and fieree in the fitteen fect decp. Peat-hags and cogisfickls
lower darkness,  Often the pillar rovks and  were common features of the islaneds, but the
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- sways in the struggle, and the earth trembles coal was found to be sulphurous and bitn-
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Ccoming st
i is his voice| calling to his sister. He claps his
% wings in the peals of thunder, and its rumbling
_1s the rustling of his pinions. The lightning

~is good amd strong, so the earth is safe.
- Chethl Jives
© His nest is
- hole through which his sister disappeared,

in the birl Kunna-kiht-cth,
in the top of the mountain, in the

* He carfies whales in his claws to this eyrie.
and there [devours them., He swoops from
- his hiding-place and rides on the edge of the
m. The roaring of the tempest

is the flashing of his eyes.” *

* Bishop Venlaminoff, Wrangell, and Dall have given
! 1 g
- versions of this legend,

minous. Clams were abandant and goed. "The
smallest, when opened, were about the size
of an orange. The largest shells were used
as soup-plates by the natives. The waters
of the archipelago at all scasons are alive
with: halibut, They are caught with a pecul-
iar hook, fastened to a thick line made of
twisteel cedar-root fiber, Our hill of fare
in Alaska included clams, mussels, herring,
herringsroe, cwdfish, salmon, porpoise, seal,
ducks, geese, and halibut—eternally  hali-
but. Venison and wild goat and bear’s flesh
were to he had only occasionally, and the
craving for good warm-blooded meats was
incessant with us whites.  Another intense
craving was for sweets. We devoured our
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supply of sugar, and when it was exhausted we
consymerd sach seak-oil, and chowed the sweet
mner bark of a species of cedar, of which bark
the Tdians dry preat quantities for the winter,

On the :7!?\ we sighted the mouth of the
Chitkitht, Professor Davidson of the Coast Sur.
vey has heen up this river a little beyond the up-
per villlage, “The two villages are governad by
the Chilkdht chief before allmled 10 as * Sitka
Jacks ” brother-in-law, e is 2 despot and

docs

not encourage explorations of his river,
though recently he has become so envious of
the gold mines on the Stickeen, that it s said
he will help gold prospectors to ascend his
river.| This one-gyed chief is very savage and
vindictive, but as he holds a monopoly of the fur
trade up and down bis river he is very wealthy
and influential, and can he of great assistanee
to any expedition.® He owns many slaves,

"\ [good plin of cxploration woukl l:c by 1we
particy cobperating: onc lo go up the Yukon, the
other hp the Chilkahy, to mest st o depot of cupply
previousty loeated on the upper Yukon.

AN ALASRAN INTERIOR.

AWNONG 7HE TUHLINKITIS [N ALASKA,

mostly captives from the tribies of the interior,
or from hostile coast tribes, So little distine-
tion is muude between the bond and the free
that at first a stranger fimds @ dithicult to de.
teet the slaves, “They sit around the fire and
eat from the sameé dish with their owners,
who joke with them, and plice them on a
fuoting of perfect social equality, But the
shives hew the wood and earry the water and
paddle the canoe, They cannot marry with-

out the consent of their master, and they are

wnpleasantly lable o be offeredt as sacrifices
on their master's grave,

From Chatham Strait we paddled against
head winds inta Cross Sound, In a sudden

turn the whole vast sound opened 1o us, and
the Mount 5t Elias alps appuared Iike a

shadowy host of snowy dowmcs and pinnacles.

Chiel wmong them were the twin peaks Fair-

weather and Chllon. About this time we met a

canoe-load of Hoonihs, who had come ninety
miles to dig their spring potatoes, On 4
sunny slope, shelteréd by surrounding forests
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aitd sentinel peaks, these people had long ago
plante] some potatoes provured  fram  the
Russfansiat Sitka, and every year they come
to dig last year's crop, an(i sow the ground
for the following spring. The tubees were
about the size of large marbles. In the gar-
dens of Kitka are grown excellent potatoes,
beets, tumips, radishes, lettiee, cabbage, and
such harly yegetables. The soil is not suita-
ble for eereals, neither is the scason long
enough,

Near Cape Spencer we camped on a little

Vor. XXIV.—28,
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island, where "I'sa-tate, 2 young man of the
Haoondh kwihn, had his summer hat,  Three
families lived bere with ‘Tsa-tate; and, though
he was much younger than the other imen of
the family, he was the head of his clan.
Tsa-tate’s cabin was like all the other wooden
huts we had seen. e cross poles and rafters
were hung with fish and snow-shoes and nets,
The sides were covered with traps, “bows,
spears, paddles, and skins of bear, sable, and
stlver-fox.  ‘The women sat around the fire,
weaving baskets of different shapes and colors

THLINKIT BASKET WORK, ({HOONAH KWAHN.)
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hie fiber of a long, fine rout, which they
Lin water and split into threads. One
mian was chewing the seams of a pair

woMAN'S WOODEN COMB.  (CHILKAHT.)

kin hoots 0 as to seften them, amnd
v was pounding some tobaces Jeaves
uff. .\ man with a fiery red head was
g a pipe in which 1o smoke the to-
we had given him, and 2 8k baby,
y watched by its mother, lay in a cor-
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TULINKIT CHIERR CLoaR,  (ChiLkdny swdusd

ner, with its momh and nostrils stufied ol
of sonie chewed-up weed, As darkness came
en and the halibnt fishermen returned from
the seia, we all gathered alont the central
fire in ‘Isa-tate’s hat, amd Mrs, Psa-tate ighted
the pitch-wood eandles, and with down and
resin dressed an o ougly gash in the <ole of
her husbands fout. “The chilieen slept or
poked the fire with an immunity from scolid-
my that would have cheered the heart of
every vivilized fivesyear-old. .\ voung girl sat
demurely in a corner. Until they are of mar.
riageable age, and entitled to wear the silver
omament through the Jower lip, the maidens
are carefully watched by the clder women of
the family. An old wonnmn stivred and skimmed
the hoiling pot of porpoise flesh, Tsa-tate, re-
clining vumfurmbly on it divan of bearakins,
answered our qquestions ol repeated (il
legends, e pointed to his son, a boy about
tive years old, who, he said, would e his soe-
cessor, as head of the cdan, 1t was difficult to
ascertain the exact law of sueeession among
the Thlinkits hut the chiefship svems to follow
the direet line, though, as in all other savage
nations, this is scarcely a rule, for the
lineal  heir may he sot axide ;q "“u‘u”r 'vu‘
a more aceeptable man, In the mheriy noo
of personal property the collateral is preferd
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to thd lineal eelationship, “The wives, or more
properly the widows, being persanal property,
itss 1o the collateral neat of Kin of their hus-
lmml'a tatem, fur the marrage of two people
of the same totem is considered a kind of
incesty The widaw, in any event, takes with
hee sueh possessions a8 have always heen
peculiarly her own, She also takes her own
mbant] childeen; naturally, then, she waold
take to her new hushand the childress’s in-
heritance, which may aceount for the habit
of regarding the male coilaterally nest of kin
as proper heir, 1T there be o male survivor
rompetent to receive the widow, or if he pur.
chages frecdom with goods, she then passes
into the open matrimonial market, with her
pecungary attractions, Sometimes the heir re-
Dels apid refuses to aceept his former sister-in-
law, cousin, aunt, or whatever she may be,
Then | her totemic or Treaily relatives wage
war on the insulter and such of his totem as
he cun rally around him, the object being cither
to enforee her right or extort a proper recon-
penses Among the Asonques, turther to the
north ped west, 1 saw 2 youny fellow of about
vighteen years of age who had just fallen heir
to his uncle's widow, As 1 losked upon her
mummy-like proportions 1 thought that here
was reasonable cause for war. Sometimes o
hushand already liherally provided for will
come into a misfortune in the shape of one or
more widows, The only escape: is by pur-
chasing freedom, In fact, there seems to be
no hurt to a Thlinkit’s honor that money or
wooilsiwill not heal. "The scorning of a widow,
the hetrayal of @ maiden, and murder, all
demand blood or pecuniary compensation,
If in a feud all negotiations fail, and Kanukh
(symholized in the wolf), the God of War, be
unpropitious, and send private war, then the
principal antagonists, with their totemic ad-
herents, don their helmets aml coats of pain,
and stand facing each other in two lines, cach

5 4
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line holding to a rope with the left hand, and
wielding heavy knives with the right. “They
advanece, and hack and hew, with more yells
than Dloodshed, until one side ot the other
crivs the ‘Thlinkit for peceris. In this duel, any
warrior violates the code who lets go the
rope with the left hand, unless he Te wound-
edl, or torn from it when he has et go, he is
then out of the fight and must retire. W the
strife be inter-trilial, or public war, the plan of
combat is surprise and sucden capture. The
villages, from neeessity as well as from choice,
are placed always at the edge of high tide, The
forces of the aggressive tribe embark in a tleet
of war canoes, and by a swift and stealthy voy-
age strike the village from the sea and endeav-
or to take it by storm, If they ure resisted they
generally retire at once, “The Chilkiht kwihn
came Jdown suddenly upon the main village of
the Sitka kwihn while 1 was near by, hut suc.
ceeded in getting possession of only half the
houses, so the opposing forees divided the
village between them and kept up a fively but
rather harmless combat for three days, at the
end of which the invaders were bought off
with sonie loads of furs. A member of the
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sitka kwahn had murdered his Chilkiht squaw
in a fit pf passion, and this was the cause of
the conflict. "The goods paid over as recom-
pense went principaily to the relatives of the
murdered woman. In these tribal ~onflicts
the captured are enslaved, the dead are
scalped, and all property taken is held as
booty. | Hostages and participants in rope
duels do not take food from the right hand for
several |days, because, figuratively (and lit-
erally), it is unclean. A head powdered with
down is|a sign of truce,

We were now within five days’ jouney of
Yakutat, which is near Icy Bay, at which
place ope of the Mount St. Khas glaciers

ends in the sea. ‘Threats and bnbes were
alike useless.  Pay or no pay, our crew would
not put to sea. Tah-ah-nah-klckh pointed to
the mountain, and said :

“One mountain is as good as another.
There is a very big one.  Goclimb that if you
want to,”

'Thus perished our hope of climbing Mount
St. Elias. We tuned our course directly to
the main-land, about thirty miles away, and
landed a little below Cape Speneer. A sca-
wind filled the coast-waters with icebergs,
and we had great ditliculty in picking our way
through them. [ noticed that, when journey-
ing through the floating ice in good weather,
our Indians would carcfully aveid striking
picces of ice, lest they should offend the lce
Spirit.  But when the Tee Spirit heset us with
peril, they did not hesitate to retaliate by bang-
ing his subjects.  After picking our way through
the ice for three days, we came upon a small
temporary camp of Hoonihs, who were seal-
hunting. We found little camps of a family
or two scattered along hoth shores. One of
the largest glaciers from Fairweather comes
into the bay, and thus keeps its waters filled
with the largest icebergs, even in the sum-
mer season, for which reason the bay is a
favorite place for seal-hunting. ‘The seal is
the natives’ meat, drink (the ol is like
melted  butter), and clothing, 1 went seal-
hunting to learn the art, which requires care
and patience. The hunter, whether on an ice
Hoe or in a canoe, never moves when the
seal is aroused. When the animal is asleep,
or has dived, the hunter darts forward. The
spear has a harbed detachable head, fas-
tened to the shaft by a plaited line made
from sinew. The line has attached to it a
marking buoy, which is merely an inflated
seal’s bladder. The yvoung seals are the vice-
tims of the 'Thlinkit boys, who kill them with
bow and arrow. These seal-huonters used a
little moss and seal-oil and some driftwood for
fucl. In the morning we arose late, anid found
that our friends of the night before had
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silently stolen away, 1aking with them much
of our firewood.

Mr. {Taylor decided to return howme, and
we ac¢ompanied him to Sitka.. There 1 reén-
gaged Sam and Myers, and, obtaining a new
crew, returned at onee to a bay about twenty
miles south-cast of Mount Fairweather, My
purpose was to explore the bay, cross the
coast range, and strike the upper waters of
Chilkaht. On the shores of the bay we
found hospitality with a hand of Hoondhs.
Leaving the crew with our large canoe
under the charge of Myers ai this place, | took
a smaller one and went with Cocheen, the
chief ofithe band, north-westerly up thebay, Af-
ter about forty miles’ travel we came to a small
villagge of Asénques, They received us with
great hospitality, and as our cance had been
too small to carry any shelter, the head man
gave me a bed in bis own cabin, He had a
great many wives, who Dusied themsclves
making| me comfortalde. The Luekskin re-
énforcement of my riding trowsers excited
childish wender. I drew pictures of horses
and men separate, and then of men mounted
on horses. Their astonishment over the won-
derful :}niuml was greater than their delight

at comprehending the utility of the trowsers,
The Alaskan women are chiklish and pleas-
ant, yet quick-witted and capable of heart-
less vindictiveness.  Their  authority in all
matters jis unquestioned,  No bargain is made,
no expedition set on foot, without first
consulting the women. Their veto is never
disregarded. I bought a silver-fox skin from
Tsa-tate, but his wife made him return the
articles of trade and recover the skin. In the
same way 1 was perpetually being annoyved
by havipg to undo bargains hecause * his
wife saigl cedh,” that is, < no,” 1 hired a ful-
low to take me about thiny miles in his
vanoe, when my own crew was tired, He
agreed. | I paid him the wbacco. and we were
about to start when his wife came w the
Leach and stopped hiia. He quietly un-
loaded the canoe and handed me back the
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tobacco, ‘The whole people are eurious in
the matter of trade. I was never sure that
I had done with a bargain, for they claimed
and exercised the right to undo a contract
at any time, pravided they could return the
consideration  received. This is their code
among themselves, For example: 1 met at
the mouth of the Chilkiht a native trader
who had been to Fort Simpson, about six
hundred miles away, and failing to get as
much as he gave in the interior of Alaska
for the skins, was now returning to the in-
terior to find the first vender and revoke the
whole transaction. Among themselves their
currency 1 a species of wampum, worth
about twenty dollars a string, beaver-skins
worth abaut a dollar a skin, and sable or
marten worth about two dollars a skin. From
the whites they get blankets worth four
dollars apiece, and silver dollars; gold they
will nat touch (exeept aroumd Sitka and
Wrangell), but they aceept copper and silver,
They are a laughing, good-natured people,

SHAMAN'A RATTLR.

(AsGxour KWAHN.)
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ordinanily very quict. Even their large mect-
ings are subdued and  orderly, 'I‘hc'}' are
undemornstrative. ‘The mothers do not fondle
nor play with their children much, but a
strangdr can win their hearts by kindness
to their little ones. ‘I'hey consider corporeal
punishment a disgrace, and I did not see a
child struek during the time 1 was among
them. [\ rebuke, a sharp tone, or exclusion
from the cabin seemed to be the only punish-
ments. | Even the dogs are curtously exempt
from punishment and abuse, amd a more
wolfish, starved, mangy lot of curs it would be
hard to find, Good bear-dogs they will not
sell at any price. With all their gentleness of
voice and manner, and their absolute respect
for the rights of the smallest and youngest of
the family, their love and affection scemed
of the ¢oolest sort. Etiquette required only
about farty days of ostensible mourning, "The
loss of ¢hildren seemed 1o cause the greatest
grief. ‘They have a curious habit of blacking
the facelwith a mixture of scal-oil and lamp-
Mack, or buent piteh, but 1 believe this cus-
tom, whatever its origin, is now merely a kind
of toilet, to he used aceording to the whim

of the individual.

Fromithis Astnque village I went,witha pany
of mountain goat-hunters, up into the Mount
st. ilias alps back of Mount Fairweather—
that is, ito the north-east of that mountain.
For this| trip our party made elaborate prep-
arations

We donned helted shirts mavle of

squirrel  skins, fur head-dresses  (generally
vonical), seal-skin bootees fitting very closely,
aned laced halfeway to the knee, We carried
spears for alpenstocks, haws and arrows, raw-
hide ropes, and one or two old Hudson Bay
rifles. “The climbing was very laborivus work,
The mountains, where nat covered with ice
or snow, were either of a erumbling schistose
chariacter or ice-worn limestone, amnd some-
times granite. The sides were terribly rugged;
some of the face walls were abont cight hun-
e feet sheer, with a foot slope of shell-
rack or Jris of two hundred or three hundred
feet more,  Prarmigan were seen on the lower
levels where the ground was hare, hut [ saw
nothing on which they could feed, "The goats
kept well up toward the summit, amid the
snow-fields, and fed on the grass which
spronted along the vdges of melting drifts.
They were the wariest, keenest animals T ever
hunted,  The amimal is like a large white
goat, with long, coarse hair and a heovy coat
of silky underileece. The horns, out of which
the natives carve spoons, are short, shasp, and
Mack.

After crussing this coast range the country
scemed mitch the same—rugged, bleak, and
impassable. “The Indians with me, so far as [
could understand them, sait it was an exceed-
ingly rough country all the way over, and
that the Chitkiaht River bad its rise among
just such alps as those around us, only 1t
wits warmer 1 the Chitkdht mountains, and
there was more grass and plenty of wild goats,

TULINKIT TRAVELING CHEST,

sheep, and bears. We found a bear that. so
far as | know, is peculiar to this country,
It is o Dbeautiful bluish under color, with
the tips of the long hairs silvery white.
The traders call it “ St Elias's silver bear.”
The sking are not common,
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Beitg unable to go further overland T re-
turned/ to the Asinque camp. “There we fitted
we-guards to a small canoe, and with jce-
hooks [pulledd our way through, and carried
our canog over the flues and among the ice-
bergs, to the extreme limit of so-called open
water in that direction. The jce-guards were
merely wooden false sides hungz to a false
prow. | From this point, also, [ found the
interior impenetrable, and went to a temporary

camp of seal and goat hunters, who were
camperd on a ledge of rocks above the crunch-
ing and grinding ivebergs. The head man of
this camp was a young fellow of about thirty,
who was Dhoth Shaman (* medicine-man ™
and  hereditary chief. He was the most
thoughtful and entertaining Thlinkit 1 had
met. He told me that within his own life-
time thig place where we now were had heen
solid ice. He would listen with lreathless
attentiop whenever b ospoke, and then reply
in low, psical intonations, almost like chant-
ing. Mis narration of the traditions of his
people was pathetic in its solemn earnestness.
He said;;

“You are the ouly white man that has
ever been here, but 1 have heard of vour
people. | Before 1 was born—a long time ago
—a ship came to the mouth of this bay, and
gave the Thlinkits iron to m-ke knives like
this ond Before that ths TGy hddives
from copper oz from stone, like this.”

I'hen the would pause, fix his eyes an me,
and hold up the knife, When he saw 1 had
absorbed his words, he would give a graceful
wave of the hand and continue:;

“'Then the Thlinkits had many furs,—foxes,
and bear, and sable,—~all the people were
warm, all were happy, and lived as Y¢éhl had
set them to live Jor after YeéhI's example, |1
don’t knpw which]. ‘There was plenty to eat,
and plenty to wear, Now, sometimes we are
hungry and wear ragged robes.”
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Here he paused again, picked up the corner
of his squirrel robe and raised it with a sweep-
ing forward gesture, which he maintained till
his words had produced their full effect, when
the sing-song intonation would hegin again.

Coon-nah-nah-thklé, for that was his name,
showed me his sorcerer’s kit, There was an
immense drum of stretched seal-skin or goat-
skin, made to accompany him in his incanta-
tions, and to terrify the wicked spirits preying

THLINRIT ANCESTRAL SPONONR. (FROSE HORN» OF MOUNTAIN GOAT,  Hooniu gwhass

upon the life of the sick person. The drum
had formerly belonged to a celebrated Sha-
mén, and his spirit was either in the drum
itsell or had passed into the possessor of
the drum, 1 could not determine which, [
found it to be a common bcliel that any-
thing that had helonged to a dead wizard
possessed  some  inherent virtue. For  this
reason 1t was almost impossible to secure
Shamidn instruments, These Shamdns claim
to be able to see the “life " or xoul leaving the
body or being dragged from it by spirits, and
it is their hosiness 10 seize the soul with the
mouth amd Dbreathe or force it back into the
body. ‘The dress they wear depends upon what
malign spirits they determine are at work, |
only saw one Shamén exorcising, and 1 do not
believe he would have continued had he known
I was observing him.  He kneaded, pounded,
velled, chanted, frothed, swayed to and fo,
played tunes all up and down the suffering
patient, blew in his mouth ad nostrils, and
literally worried the life out of him. In gen-
eral practice the Shamiin continues this per-
formance till the wretched patient declares
he is better or well. 1f he cures, the sha-
man gets large pay. If he kills, he restores
the goods he has jreviously received on
account. 1f any one who is not a regular
Shaman does anything for a patient whuo dies,
the sclf-constituted  doctor 15 held responsi-
ble, and must pay forfeit in life or goods. If
the patient is obdurate and will not declare
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that the spirits have left him, the Shamin
makes |that statement for him, The hair is
generally worn long Dy the Alaskan women;
always short hy the men, except the Shamdns,
who never cut or comb the hair, nar are the
matted| locks benefited any by the habit of
powdering and greasing for occasions of cere-
mony. [ The hair is kept tied up, except when
the Shamin is exercising his peculiar func-
tions. I'hen it is shaken out in long, snaky
ropes, which dance over the shoulders. Some
take thesc ropes of hair and stick them all
over with flat scales of piteh,increasing thereby
the Medusa-like appearance of the head, 1
made for myscif a fair reputation for sorcery
while in  Coon-nah-nah-thklé's camp by a
judicions uwse of my repeating-rifle and re-
volver, | The chief and 1 shot at a mark, and
I am afraid he was the better shot, He gave
me a little amulet (whale totem), which he
said would bring me good luck if I would
hang it on my rifle. Then he took the
weapon and passed his hands over it, and
blew on it, which he said would prevent its
ever hurting him.

The spirts of the Thiinkit mythology are
clarfied as Ki-yekh, spirits of the air; Tah-
ki-yékh, spirits of the carth ; Te-ki-yékh, spirits
of the water; and Yékh, subordinate or minor
spirits, {The spirits of those killed in war he-
come Ki-yCkb, and the aurera is the flashing
of their lights when they are dancing their

THE THLINKITS 1IN ALASKA
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war danees. Hence, an auroral display is a
sign of war, “T'he chief deity of the Thhinkits,
the Bramah, the Creator,is Yehl  One would
suppose that he would he the deity of the
Tinneh, or interior Indians. Yet among the
‘Thiinkits the raven is held peculiardy sacred
for his sake, and the early writers {Veniami-
noff and Wrangell) declare the raven to be a
foul and ill-omened bird among the Tinneh,
Yeh! is symbolized in the raven for the reason
that one of his chief exploits, the bringing of
fresh water to the Thlinkits, was done under
the guise of a raven. The sum of Thlinkit
philosophy is, © Live as Yeh! lived.” Their
great totem is Yehl's totem or the raven to-
tem, the raven heing the symbol,  Another
scarcely inferior totem is the Kanikh (wolf),
the wolf being the symbol. The third (and,
so far as | know, the last) totem is Tset’kh
(the whale). Who Tset’kh was hefore he was
a whale and what he did I eould not learn.
Their totemic system is the most curious
one that ever came to my batice. The to-
temic relationship is stronger than that of
blaod. ‘The child follows the totem of the
mother, and in family quarrels the opponents
must array themselves with their totems;
hence, halfbrothers are often called on to
fight each other, I used to be surprised
at having my vagabonds tell me perfect
strangers were their * brothers™ or * sisters,”
until 1 found it meant brother or sister
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in the totem. The Kanidkh (wolf) totem is
the warrior caste. Men of this caste are
the soldiers of the whole people, and are led
in war only by chiefs of their own caste.
is cither the older brotherof Yeh! or
an older deity—I den't know which, He is
now the god of war and patron saint of the
es,” but the myths tell of a celebrated
encounter between him and Yehl. It is diffi-
cult to| arrive at the religion of the Thlinkits
from the stories of these deities. In my short
visit 1| certainly could not, and Veniaminoff,
who lived among them, has left little informa-
tion on the subject.

A very wise old raven was pointed out
to mecias the embedied spint of a defunct
Shaméan. Suicides are very frequent, because
the tired person wishes to enter upon a hap-
pier existence; this and the superstition as to
the autrora points to a belief in a spirit life.
Then again all bodies are cremated (except
Shamans), and whatever may have been the
origin of the pyre, the reason given now is
that the spirit may not be cold on the jour-
ney to the Spirit Land. A Thlinkit, in answer
Juestionings, replied:

tors wont burn.”

“ But why don’t you try ? ” I persisted,

“ Because we know they will not burn,”

I once saw a body ready for the funeral
t was lying behind the cabin in a
crouching attitude, with a native blanket from
the wool of mountain goats thrown over it, and
its robes and possessions near by. A hole had
been cut through the rear wall of the eabin,
for if the eorpse had been carried through
the entrance, it would have left the dread
mystery of death upon the threshold, and the
living c¢ould not enter. The Shamin attends
to the burning. Oneday a little boy of the
Sitki Kwihn pointed out to me as a
Shaméin, He worc the unouched long hair. I
asked how they knew so soon that he was to
be a Shamdn.

“ (Ohy” they answered, * he was alive a long
time ago as a Shamédn.” At the proper
time, this boy must take his degree mn the
college |of Shaméanism by fasting in solitude
in the \wilderness. No one must approach
him, and his food must he the roots of the
carth, When he has become sufficiently spir-
itualized, the Great Shamin will send to him
the otter, tu impart the secrets of his order.
The novice will meet the animal. They will
salute three times. He will fall upon the
otter angl tear out its tongue and take off its
skin, ‘Then in a frenzy he will rush back to
his tribe and madly bite whatever comes in
his way, These bites are often dangerous, but
are sought for as wounds of honor. This
frenzy fit among the Haidihs is called be-

Vor.| XXIV.—29.
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coming “Taamish,” If the otter is not
forthcoming in due time there are various ar-
tifices to compel his presenee, such as getting
the tooth or finger of a dead Shamin and
holding it in the mouth. After the Nawloks, or
evil spirits, have thus wrestled with him, the
Shamén ever after has his own attendant ret-
inue of Nawloks and Yekhs, or even of higher
spirits, ‘whom he summons to his aid. In
iwpematural matters, therefore, his word is
aw. '

At Coon-nah-nah-thklé's, T found the peo-
ple using stone-axes, knives, and other imple-
ments, some of which I brought away with me.
They were made of hypo-chlorite and slare,
tempered inoil. The children there were greatly
frightened at me, and would notlet me approach
them. Onmy return I encountered another Sha-
man, and purchased from him a finely carved
medicine rattle. But a skinny hag snatched
it from my hand, just as I had concluded the
bargain, and compelled the “ Doctor” to
return me my tobaceo. She said the rattle had
been the favorite one of her dead husband,
a Shamién, who had left her and his rattles
to this nephew, the “ Doctor,” who certainly
did not seem too happy over it. By judicious
coaxing and tobacco [ succeeded in pacifying
her, and renewed my trade with the nephew.
The rattle is carved with crane’s, owl’s, and
raven’s heads, and has queer long-tangued
demons turning back somersauits over it

From Cocheen’s I turned southward gnd
homeward. I had applied for a year’s leave
with the purpose of exploring the interior of
Alaska, and now was anxious to return to Sitka
for the reply. In Chatham Strait, near Cross
Sound, the old head chief of the Hoonihs,
came and begged me to go to his island to
doctor his boy who was very sick. I went but
was loath to do any doctoring ; for the Thlinkit
custom of killing the doctor in case his patient
dies, is discouraging to a beginner. The boy
was feverish and had a complication of
troubles, so 1 gave him hot-water baths
followed with a seidlitz powder. The effer-
veseing of the powder put me at once at the
head of the Shaméins. During my stay I
built up an extensive practice. I made for
the chief some camphorated soap liniment.
Eye troubles are common among the Thlin-
kits, and are due to the glitter of snow
and ice and the irritation caused by the
smoke in the huts, One feeble old man to
whom 1 had ministered was surely dying, and
I was anxious to be off before that event, 1
visited all my patients preparatory to depart-
ing. I gave to some dried onions stewed in
sugar, to others cod-liver oil, and diluted
alcohol to the feeble old man to keep him
up until I could get away. From the father
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of the sick boy, then nearly well, I took a
fee of some finely carved spoons made from
homs of the mountain goat.

At this camp I found traces of a custom
which | prevails to some extent in Central
Africa |and is said to obtain throughout the
interior of Alaska. When a stranger of rank
visits a chief, the latter presents his guest
with a wife from among the women of his
household. In morals the Alaskans are much
inferior to most Indian tribes of the plains.
Avarice is their ruling passion. They are the
most knavish and cunming of traders, Theft,
if successful, brings no disgrace, The detected
thief is| laughed at and ndiculed. I saw old
Cocheen lock with fond admiration on Kas-
tase-Kich, his son, when the latter drew from
under his robe some articles he had pur-
loined from the village where we had lodged
for the night, Their gratitude seemed small
and they have no expression for I thank you.”
Flaws in gifts were always carefully examined
and critically pointed out to the giver. An
Alaskan who shot at some decoy ducks near
Sitka, went to the owner of the decoys and
demanded the return of his wasted amuni-
tion., Two Alaskans were driven tosea in a
canoe. | A schooner picked them up, but
would not or could not take their canoe as it
was still blowing a gale. The rescued de-
manded payment for the lost craft. Another
fellow came to the doctor of the post at Sitka
and begged for medicine for his brother and
then asked the doctor to pay him for carrying
it to the brother. I lent Tah-ah-nah-klékh a
goat-skin robe of mine and at the end of our
voyage asked him to clean it. He did so and
demanded full payment. We did not lose
much by theft, because our crew knew v
well the| value would be deducted from therr
wages, Thlinkit virtues are hospitality, good-
nature, peaceableness, filial obedience, and,
after their own code, a respect for solemn
contracts or engagements. Even when very
angry they only sulk, They are demonstrative
only in the expression of surprise. My host,
the old Hoonah chief, was disinterested kind-
nessitself. At his bountiful board I had a seat
between | his youngest and prettiest wives.
They pared seal-flipper for me with a
celery-like dressing of some plant. We lived
in ease jand luxury and a little necessary
grease and dirt. When the fire was stirred,
and the spears and paddles were L.t away
for the evening, my host smoked his pipe and
told tales| of the land of the Tinneh, where all
the best furs were and where the mountains
were bleak and merciless. His cfroungesl: son,
asturdy little fellow of five,shared the pipe with
his father, and they passed it from one to the
other with amusing solemnity. I told of a
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wonderland where the yakds were as large
as islands and moved against the wind with-
out the help of hands; of great homed ani-
mals giving milk; of other great animals on
which men rode; of thousands of great stone-
houses; of the vast multitude of white people.
The Thlinkits received my stories, as they do
every statement, with courtcous deference.
When I rose to go to my own camp the chief
selected the handsomest bear-skin from a pile
of them, and bade his youngest wife present
it to me. When next he came to my camp I
ave him, among other things, a fine woollen
lanket, He folded it about him and said he
would not use it as a hunting blanket. When
he went away he would leave it at home, and
when he died it should not go with his other
effects to his wives and children, but he would
be burned in it and it would go with him to
the Unknown. A niece of the Chilk4ht chief,
one of the comeliest of her race, who had
married a hideously ugly, but very rich old
Hoon4h, the second man in the village,
mended my clothes and my secalskin boots,
and sang songs or chants for my entertain-
ment that were quite wonderful, I thought,
for their flowing measure and rhythm. This
is one which I learned to understand the best,
called “ The Song of the Salmon Fishing”:

Why is the Konng man sorrowful ?
Oh why is the young man sad?

Ah-ka. His maiden left him.

The long suns have come,

The ice now is melting;

Now comes the salmon

He leaps in the river,

In the moon’s gentle twilight

He throws up a bow—

A bow of bright silver.

Lusty and st_roni he darts throngu the water,
He sports with his mate;

He sgrings from the water,

All the dark season

He has lain hidden.

Now he comes rushing,

And ripples the river.

Purple and gold, and red and bright silver
Shine on his sides and flash in his sporting,
How he thrashes the net!

How he wrenches the spear!

But the red of his cides

Is slained with a redder;

The maid of the young man leans o'er the salmon
White laugh her teeth,

Clear rings her langhter;

Which passes canoes all busy and happy,
Which outstrips the noise of the many mixer voices
And pierces the heart of her sorrowful lover.
She has forgot him,

She joys with another.

All for another she chases the salmon,

Ah-ka. Your sweetheart has lefl you,

So do they jeer him,

Ah-h—Konr sweetheart is here at the fishing!
Ah-ka—how like you this gay salmon season?

The crabs I saw at this village were won-
derful for their size. Two crabs were brought
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to me, the largest of which measured a little
more than six feet on a line joining the ex-
tremities of its outstretched mandibles. The
body was cighteen incheslong. When broken
in pieces one crab filled a camp kettle, and
four men made a hearty meal off it, and it
was all very good. The boy archers of the
village who brought me the crabs held their
bows horizontally, and strained the bow
against the front of the thumb and back of
the little fingers, the arrow passing between
the fore and middle fingers, a mode of archery
peculiar to the Alaskans. Many of the men
and boys of the village were making boxes
and firkips, and shaping bows and paddles,
They used dried dog-fish skin for sand-paper.

In this village were many little bee-hive
huts, temporarily constructed of mats or bark,
which we¢re due to. one of the most universal
superstitions, and especially cruel, as influ-
encing these people. These huts were the
temporary shelter to which women were driv-
en at certain times when they most needed
comfort and attention, that is, at the periods
of childbirth, etc.

When a maiden reaches a marriageable age
her loveridemands his bride from her parents,
and if they answer favorably he sends the
purchase-money or goods, and on the ap-
pointed day seats himself outside her hut
with his| back to the door. If they are
willing to accept him he is invited in. The
maiden sits modestly in a corner, The rela-

a circle round the fire and sin
and dance. The wedding gifts are displayecgl
itically examined. They are laid upon
the floor, and the girl walks over them to
her lover, According to the Russian priest,
Veniaminoff and Wrangell, the marriage cere-
mony is not complete until bride and groom
have fasted four days, and lived away from
each other for a month, They then live
together as man and wife. I had no oppor-
tunity of | confirming the accuracy of these
statements.

A man frequently takes the name of his son,
but, before doing so, he gives a festival and
announces his intention. He does not give
up his former name or names, but assumes
a new one as the father of his son; or he
takes the name of a dead ancestor, but first
gives a festival in honor of that departed
progenitor. They call such a ceremony * ele-
vating” (or reverencing) the dead. Another
festival is| of a political character. It is to
gain popularity and influence To this end
the ambitipus person will save for years till he
has an a¢cumulation of this world’s goods.
Then he makes a feast of unlimited eating
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and drinking, and all this store of wealth is
distributed to the guests present. Festivals
also celebrate the arrival of distinguished
guests,

In the gray dawn, as we were about to push
from shore, the old chief came to us accom.
panied by two of his wives. My blanket was
wrapped round him. He said I had a good
heart. I was a young chief now, but some day
I would be a great one. Among the Thlinkits,
he said, when a friend was leaving on a long
journey, they watched himn out of sight, for

e might never return. I was his friend. I
was going away to my own land. He would
never see me again. Therefore he had come
to watch me out of sight. He then motioned
to his elder wife, who handed me a beautiful
sable skin, and he continued: ¢ Wherever
you go among Thlinkits, show them this and
tell them I gave it to you.”

The breeze was freshening. I wrapped my
capote about me and stepped aboard. We
paddled rapidly ont to sea, and it was not
long before the three figures were lost to
view. We were about three hundred and fifty
miles from Sitka. In three days we reached
Koutzenéo, a large village opposite the en-
trance to Peril Strait, where most of the native
distilled liquor is made. Here we witnessed a
drunken revel of indescribable abandon, dur-
ing which naked and half-naked men and
women dragged themselves about the place,

With a comparatively mild climate through-
out the Archipelago, with most valuable ship-
building timber covering the islands, with a
cedar that now sells at one hundred and fifty
dollars a thousand feet in Sitka, with splendid
harbors, with inexhaustible fisheries, with an
abundance of coal, and the probability that
veins of copper, lead, silver, and gold await
the prospector, with the possibility of raising
sufficient garden vegetables, and with wild
cranberry swamps on nearly every island;
with all these advantages it is surpnsing that
an industrious, amphibious, ship-building, fish-
ing colony from New England, or other States,
has not established iwelf in Alaska. One
drawback is that Congress has not yet or-
ganized a territorial government, but when
this region shall have been opened up to
individual er‘erprise and sc tlement, it will
then be discovered that Alaska is a val-
uable possession. There is lacking neither
the wealth nor the will to contradict this, but
to those who are really interested I will say
what the opposition does not say :—Go and
see! The round trip from New Yor will.
cost you about six hundred dollars, which
does not include hotel expenses,

C. E. S Wod



